
March 10, 2004 Portland, Oregon 2004 WFL Contractor Conference

2004 WFL Contractor 
Conference

Wade Johnson
Historian

Past to Future



Highway Construction

A Historical Perspective
1920s-1930s



WAGON ROAD (1920s)

SOON TO BE HIGHWAY



BLEWETT PASS, WASHINGTON (1922)

OLD ROAD LEFT – NEW ROAD RIGHT



THE PINNACLES – CRATER LAKE NATIONAL PARK 
(1920s)



JULY IN CRATER LAKE NATIONAL 
PARK (1930s)



COLUMBIA RIVER HIGHWAY – BONNEVILLE DAM (1938)



LOG BRIDGE  (1920s)



SEA LION CAVES- OREGON COAST HWY  (1930s)



MT. HOOD – MT. HOOD LOOP HWY (1920s)



FOOT BRIDGE – GARDINER, MONTANA  (1920s)



HIGHWAY BRIDGE – GARDINER, MONTANA  (1920s)



DEAD MAN’S CURVE – RED LODGE TO COOKE CITY, MONTANA



SPIRAL BRIDGE (THE CORKSCREW) – CODY ROAD

YELLOWSTONE NATL. PARK



SAM ORINO (LEFT) CONTRACTOR, WALT THOMAS (CENTER) FOREMAN

AND C.B. SPEAKER (RIGHT) OF THE STATE HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT

TOOTH ROCK TUNNEL – COLUMBIA RIVER HWY (1938)



BPR RESIDENT ENGINEER 
(1937)



GUARDRAIL CREW – MONTANA (1925)



FINISHING SLOPES- DAY LABOR CREW (1930s)



BPR TUNNEL CREW  (1930s)



DRILL CREW ON JUMBO (1938)

SALT CREEK TUNNEL, OREGON



STONE MASONS (1930s)



STONE MASONS SETTING RINGSTONES (1930s)



WALTER DURBIN, TRACTOR OPERATOR, SITTING ON

LE TOURNEAU SCRAPPER TIRES AND 

D.H. CADMUS, RESIDENT ENGINEER (1937)



CONCRETE POUR (1930s)



CONCRETE FINISHING (1930s)



GRADUATED ARC (1930s)

FOR TUNNEL BORE MEASURE



ARC IN THE BORE  (1930s)



ARC IN USE MEASURING BORE



VELVET TOBACCO TIN AS A SCALE REFERENCE (1930s)



SALT CREEK TUNNEL MODEL  (1930s)









CONSTRUCTION SIGN (1937)



PILOT CAR & LINE OF TRAFFIC (1937)



CONCRETE CYLINDER TEST 
REPORT  (1937)





PRESIDENTIAL MOTORCADE (1937)

COLUMBIA RIVER HIGHWAY PROJECT



MOTOR PATROL IN TRANSIT (1930s)



HAULING MATTING BY ROW BOAT (1920s)



TRANSPORTING ASPHALT BY RAILROAD (1920s)



WHEEL-SCRAPERS LOADING DIRT (1925)



4 UP & FRESNO CUTTING GRADE (1925)



2 UP WITH DUMP WAGONS  (1920s)



WAGONS BEING LOADED WITH AGGREGATE (1920s)



STEAM SHOVEL & HORSE DRAWN 
WAGON (1926)



STEAM SHOVEL & LOCAMOTIVE (1920s)



SCARIFYING GRADE (1920s)



GRADER (1920s)



TRACTOR PULLING GRADER (1920s)



SELF-PROPELLED GRADER (1930s)



MOTOR PATROL (1930s)



POWER BROOM ATTACHMENT  (1939)



1/8 CUBIC YARD SHOVEL (1930s)



RD-8 CATAPILLAR (95 HP) WITH BULLDOZER (1938)



TRACTOR PULLING GRADER (1936)



JAEGAR BITUMINOUS PAVER (1936)



JAEGAR BITUMINOUS PAVER (1936)



ROLLER WITH WATER TANKS TO MOISTEN WHEELS (1936)



THEW SHOVEL (1929)



PIERCE-ARROW TRUCKS (WWI SURPLUS) &

THEW SHOVEL (1926)



TILTING JAEGER CONCERETE MIXER (1930)



CONCRETE TRUCK (1930s)



RD-8 CATERPILLAR PULLING 28 CY LeTOURNEAU BUGGY 
(1937)



ADAMS MIXING MACHINE (1935)



DISTRIBUTOR & RAIL CARS (1935)



ROLLER (1937)



DUMP TRUCK (1926)



DRILL  (1939)



JUMBO (1930s)



ASPHALT PLANT (1937)



THINGS YOU WOULDN’T
THINK

OF DOING

NOW



UNCONTROLLED BLASTING (1930s)



MOVING RIVERS (1930s)



LOADING SAND AT WECOMA BEACH (1937)

OREGON



TRANSPORT VIA PIGGY-BACK STYLE (1930s)



ASPHALT PLANT  (1937)



ASPHALT PLANT IN OPERATION (1937)



FUELING AREA (1920s)



BPR FIELD OFFICE (1920s)

MONTANA



CONSTRUCTION CAMP (1920s)

LAKE CHELAN, WASHINGTON



CONTRACTOR CAMP (1930s)

CRATER LAKE, OREGON



BPR FIELD OFFICE/CAMP (1930s)

TUNNEL CR.  MONTANA



CONTRACTOR’S CAMP (1930s)

MT. RAINIER, WASHINGTON



BPR OFFICE – WILLAMETTE HWY, OREGON  (1930s)



BPR CAMP – SALT CREEK TUNNEL, OREGON  (1930s)



FHWA-WFL OFFICE (1930s)



BOYER, OREGON (1937)



CASCADE LOCKS, OREGON (1937)



GOVERNMENT CAMP, OREGON (1925)



MAIN STREET – THOMPSON FALLS, MONTANA  
(1928)



ROSE LODGE, OREGON  (1937)



PACKWOOD, WASHINGTON  (1930s)



SPRAY, OREGON (1932)



YOU KNOW YOU HAVE HAD 
A

BAD DAY

when……………………



YOUR HORSE GETS STUCK IN A SWAMP



TOPPLED CRANE  (1937)

How big was that rock?



A SMALL BLAST  (1930s)



BREAKS THE NEW RAILROAD PORTAL 
(1930s)



PARKING ON A SLIDE  (1939)



ALMOST FINISHED  (1930s)



THE END
(ALMOST)

A WESTERN FEDERAL LANDS HIGHWAY 
PRODUCTION

VANCOUVER, WASHINGTON










