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Choosing Material, Staging, and Waste Sites

• Federal environment and cultural requirements apply 
to all sites, including contractor-selected sites
– Government-provided optional sites 

• Cleared environmentally and culturally
• Little to no cost or schedule impacts, and 

impacts are known
– Contractor-selected sources

• Contractor responsible for Federal cultural and 
environmental clearances

• State and/or local permits or clearances are not 
sufficient

• Potential cost and schedule impacts to project
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Types of Sites – Commercial Sources

• Commercial sources – low potential project 
impacts
– Considered cleared to Federal standards
– Meet the following criteria:

Established
Have provided material to public and 
private entities on a regular basis 
over the last two years
Have appropriate State and local 
permits
Do not require expansion outside the 
currently established and permitted 
area
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Types of Sites – Noncommercial Sources

• Noncommercial sites – higher potential project 
impacts
– Contractor is responsible for clearing to 

Federal standards
• Cultural resources
• Threatened, endangered, and candidate 

species
• Wetlands and waters of the US

– Above requirements apply to private and 
public, developed and undeveloped, sites
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Contractor Responsibilities

• Obtain required assessments by qualified 
professionals
– Cultural resources specialist/Archaeologist
– Wildlife/Fisheries Biologist
– Wetland Ecologist

• Professional assessments must yield “No Effect” call
• Submit required documentation to WFLHD for 

approval and submission for concurrence
– Process requires minimum of 30 days

• Consulting fees
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Additional Issues

• Hazardous materials/wastes
• Forest Service and National Park Service 

requirements
– Weed-free
– Material compatibility

• Water sources
– Water rights 
– Aquatic organism passage
– Aquatic habitat
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It’s Better for the Babies



Western Federal Lands    2006 Contractor Conference Spokane, Washington

Uh, Th-Th-That’s All Folks!
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