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Monday, November 5
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In the Shoreline Room at
Best Western Hood River Inn
1108 East Marina Way in Hood River

Tuesday, November 13
3:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.
Mt Hood National Forest
Headquarters
16400 Champion Way in Sandy

OREGON STATE HIGHWAY 35

IMPROVEMENT PROJECTS AT WHITE RIVER
AND CLARK AND NEWTON CREEKS

FALL 2007

BACKGROUND

Oregon State Highway 35 is a major
state highway providing regional
transportation service as well as access
to the Mt Hood National Forest and
other destinations.

Damage caused by debris flows from
the slopes of Mount Hood through the
White River and East Fork Hood River
areas has resulted in frequent and costly
repairs over the last 20 to 30 years,
placing a severe burden on the limited
resources available for road
maintenance activities and negatively
affecting the natural environment.

FEASIBILITY STUDY

In May 2001, the Federal Highway
Administration’s (FHWA) Western
Federal Lands Highway Division
(WFLHD) initiated a feasibility study
along a 20-mile stretch of Highway 35
for seven damage-prone sites—White
River, Clark Creek, Newton Creek, The
Narrows, Polallie Creek, Dog River, and
Baseline Road.

The study identified and evaluated
feasible alternatives for the sites that
would either reduce the severity of the
debris flow problem or completely
eliminate it. The seven objectives used
in the study can be grouped into the
following major categories.

Travel. Improve safety and maintain
travel times.

Roadway. Reduce maintenance and
emergency repairs.

Environment. Enhance and protect
the White River Wild and Scenic
River, enhance the natural floodplain,
and minimize impacts on visual
resources and habitat.

Value. Get the highest value for the
money spent on the projects.

RECENT DAMAGE AND
PROPOSED IMPROVEMENTS

In November 2006, a debris flow event
damaged Highway 35 at three of the
seven study sites—White River, Clark
Creek, and Newton Creek. The event
closed the highway, creating
transportation problems, restricting
access to recreational sites within the
Forest, and requiring costly repairs.

In May 2007, Emergency Relief funding
from FHWA was identified for long
term improvements to Highway 35.
Through the request of the Oregon
Department of Transportation (ODOT),
WEFLHD became the lead agency in
developing alternatives, with the USDA
Forest Service (USFS) and ODOT acting
as partnering agencies.

Qregon Department of

Transportation

VOLUME 1, NUMBER

WFLHD is proposing to use the
alternatives and information in the 2003
Feasibility Study as baseline
information to move forward with
further information gathering and
alternative development in the project
scoping process. Due to the different
drainages affected and different issues
at each site, WFLHD is proposing to
address the problems at White River as
one project and the problem at Clark
and Newton Creeks in another project.

PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT

FHWA, in cooperation with the ODOT
and the USFS, is now seeking public
comments and input to develop
alternatives for proposed improvements
on Oregon Highway 35 in the Mt Hood
National Forest.

Obtain additional information by visiting
the project website at
http://www.wfl.fhwa.dot.gov/
projects/or_erfo_2007/




WHAT IS THE PURPOSE OF THESE PROJECTS?
The purpose of the proposed project is to increase the reliability of the transportation service

provided by Highway 35 by reducing the risk of debris flow damage at White River and at

Clark and Newton Creeks area.

WHY ARE THESE PROJECTS NEEDED?

¢ Flood debris flows at White River and at Clark and Newton Creeks frequently damage

and closes Highway 35, reducing the reliability of a critical transportation corridor.

¢ The debris flows require frequent and costly emergency repairs with adverse

environmental impacts.

How ARE THESE PROJECTS BEING DEVELOPED?

2003
¢ Conduct feasibility study.

2007—-EARLY 2008

¢ Research existing data for the projects and identify needs for additional information.

*

Identify possible improvement alternatives.

¢ Further information gathering and scoping effort.

¢ Present Public Open House and solicit comments.

¢ Identify the purpose of and need for the projects.

WE ARE HERE
IN THE PROCESS

¢ Refine improvement alternatives.
MID 2008

¢ Finalize information gathering.

¢ Further technical analysis.

¢ Preliminary alternative design.

¢ Assess environmental and economic impacts.
LATE 2008

¢ Prepare appropriate NEPA documents.*

¢ Further public involvement and

open house meetings as appropriate.

¢ Select preferred alternative for each project.
2009—-2010 (DEPENDING ON ALTERNATIVE SELECTED)

¢ Finalize design and mitigation.

¢ Begin construction.

* These would be the appropriate documents for compliance
with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). The
NEPA document for each project could be a categorical
exclusion, an environmental assessment, or an environmental
impact statement, depending upon the alternatives selected
and their potential impacts.

WHITE
RIVER

ENVIRONMENTAL FIELDWORK

You may see teams of natural resource
specialists conducting environmental
surveys along the White River and at Clark
and Newton Creeks during the summer and
fall of 2007.

WILDLIFE AND PLANT SPECIES

The project areas along Highway 35 is being
studied to determine the presence of

¢ high-quality wildlife habitat
¢ federally-listed species, such as the
northern spotted owl

¢ and rare or listed plant species

Once known, potential impacts from the
various project alternatives can be analyzed

and the impacts can be avoided where
possible.

Culverts that carry streams where fish could
be present are being assessed to identify
those that may be barriers to upstream and
fish passage. Where
appropriate, alternatives under consideration
would replace some or all of these barriers
with bridges or culverts that will allow fish
to pass through them at a variety of flow
levels.

downstream

WETLANDS

Wetland delineations are being conducted.
Additional field identify
potential mitigation sites and assess potential
impacts of the various project alternatives.

surveys will

NEWTON
CREEK
CLARK
CREEK
NOISE LEVELS

Field crews are taking measurements at
various points along the project corridor to
establish  baseline noise levels. This
information will be used to assess the
potential noise impacts of the various
projects alternatives.

ISSUES FOR YOU TO CONSIDER

Fish & Wildlife. Presence of old-growth forest and northern spotted
owl, potential effects on plants, wildlife, fish and streams.

Recreation. Potential impacts on sno-parks, cross-county, hiking, and
bike trails; access to downhill ski areas.

Transportation. Detours when Hwy 35 is closed or under repair, traffic
delays, Hwy 35 as an alternative route between Hood River and
Portland if I-84 is closed.

Economic. Cost for road maintenance and emergency repairs, potential
effects on businesses and movement of goods.

Public Health and Safety. Safety risks associated with damage from
debris flows, road safety during repairs, delayed emergency response
when Hwy 35 is closed or under repair.

Visual Resources. Wild & Scenic Rivers — White River and (proposed)
East Fork Hood River, proposed Lewis Clark Wilderness designation,
views from Hwy 35, views from nearby recreation areas.

Other Issues. Impacts of Hwy 35 on the natural debris fans, historic
and cultural resources, location of borrow and disposal sites.

Construction. Traffic delays, vegetation clearing, noise affecting
wildlife and recreation, temporary access restrictions, sedimentation.

Please let us know your thoughts on these issues
and on others we may not have considered.

YOUR INVOLVEMENT WITH THIS PROJECT

You are welcome to attend the Public Open House at one
or both locations. Both are information so citizens and public
officials can exchange information and ideas. No formal
presentations will be made. You may arrive anytime between
3:00 and 7:00 p.m. Representatives from FHWA, ODOT,
and FS will be available to discuss the proposed projects
and range of possible alternatives.

Monday, November 5
3:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.
In the Shoreline Room at
Best Western Hood River Inn
1108 East Marina Way in Hood River

Tuesday, November 13
3:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.
Mt Hood National Forest Headquarters
16400 Champion Way in Sandy

Use the enclosed form to send comments to:

George Fekaris, Project Manager
Federal Highway Administration
Western Federal Lands
610 East Fifth Street
Vancouver, WA 98661
Phone 360-619-7766
Fax 360-619-7846
erfo2007@mail.wfl.fhwa.dot
http://www.wfl.fhwa.dot.gov/projects/or_erfo_2007/



