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   Petty Creek Road

Project Newsletter      Volume 3:  March 2008 
 In this Issue: 

● Project Status 

● NEPA Document

● Section 4(f) De Mimimis Evaluation

● Right of Way 

Project Status 
Western Federal Lands Highway Division (WFLHD) has been continuing work on the Environmental Assessment (EA) for Petty Creek Road.  If the build alternative is selected, Forest Highway funding will be available for construction to start in the summer of 2010.  

Here’s the likely schedule for project completion:

· Public Comment on Environmental Assessment – Spring 2008

· Roadway Design – complete Fall 2009
· Right-of-Way Acquisition by Missoula County – Fall 2008 to Summer 2009

· Permits – Summer 2009
· Advertise/Award Construction Contract – Fall 2009

· Construction – Summer 2010 to Fall 2011
NEPA Document

For every federal action, such as the proposed design and construction of Petty Creek Road, an environmental document meeting the requirements of the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) must be prepared.  The purpose of the document is to consider the potential impacts of the proposed project on environmental resources such as wetlands, threatened or endangered species, and cultural resources.
The EA is now available for public review until May 2, 2008.  An electronic version of the EA, as well as other project information, is available at the website http://www.wfl.fhwa.dot.gov/projects/pettycreek/.  Hard copies are available for viewing at the following locations:

· Alberton, MT town hall/library

607 Railroad Avenue

Alberton, MT 59820

· Lolo National Forest
Fort Missoula Building 24
Missoula MT 59804
· Missoula County Public Works Department
60889 Training Dr.

Missoula, MT 59808

We encourage you to take this opportunity to comment on the EA.  You can send your comments via e-mail to pettycreek@mail.wfl.fhwa.dot.gov or mail them directly to Terry Schumann at:

Western Federal Lands Highway Division

610 East Fifth Street

Vancouver, WA 98661-3801 

Section 4(f) De Minimis Evaluation
Two recreational trails (Petty Pasture Trail and Petty Creek Sheep Viewing Trail) would potentially be impacted by the Petty Creek Road Project.  These trails qualify as Section 4(f) resources under the Department of Transportation Act of 1966.  However, because impacts to these trails would be minor in nature and because the trails would be enhanced by the addition of parking areas, WFLHD intends to make a finding of de minimis impact for these Section 4(f) resources.  A de minimis finding may be made when uses of Section 4(f) land will have no adverse effect on the protected resources.   The de minimis evaluation is provided in the EA for public review and comment.
Right of Way
After the NEPA decision is completed and roadway plans are finalized, FHWA would identify right-of-way needed to construct the project.  Our project partner, Missoula County, will be responsible for right-of-way negotiations and acquisition.  All right-of-way will be acquired according to federal standards.

As the time draws nearer, we will keep landowners informed of the acquisition process and will provide contacts at Missoula County and here at WFLHD.
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